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Down-sizing Does Not Equal Down-grading

Let’s face it. People just aren’t spending as much money on wines when
dining out as they were five years ago. The “fat” bottles of Burgundy
and Champagne that were kept on deck for oenophiles or even just the
celebratory couple are collecting a little more dust that usual.
Restaurant diners are being much more conscious about not only how
much money they are spending at their favorite spots but also how much
“bang for the buck” they are receiving. A fairly new state law does
allow restaurants in Mississippi to give their customers the option to
take home unfinished bottles of wine after dining in. Check with the
service manager of your local wine-oriented restaurant for details on the
law, as certain stipulations do apply to be able to have your wine “to go.”
Another option is often overlooked
| when one is purchasing a bottle of wine
restaurant’s wine list. This is not the case.
Some of the most acclaimed wineries
from all over the world, bottle their juice
in the 375mL format.
Half bottles of wine are perfect for
many different situations. For example,
Veuve Clicquot offers a half bottle of

while dining out. This route, in my
their brut Champagne. A small group of

opinion, is better than the “wine to go”
method. I am referring to selecting a 375
mL or “half” bottle of wine in lieu of the
full, 750mL bottle. Many people have a
mental connotation of half bottles of wine
being lesser in quality to the full-sized
bottles that comprise the majority of a

Some of the most people wanting just enough genuine
acclaimed wineries Champagne to toast a friend’s accom-
from all over the world,  plishment or a special occasion would be
bottle their juice in very smart just to order a half bottle of

the 375mL format. Veuve’s refreshing bubbles. Also, choos-
ing bottles of wine while out with a large
group of people can be quite trying. Yes, ordering off the by-the-glass
list is the most obvious solution. However, ordering from the half-bottle
wine list can be much more adventurous and exciting. A half bottle holds
two standard-sized glasses of wine. So, if one plans of having more than
one glass of wine, go with a half bottle. Another enjoyable option is to
share a split bottle with a friend and then talk about the wine over dinner.
Wines bottled in the 375mL format are also perfect for dinner dates.
Since each glass holds just two glasses, couples can explore a restaurant’s
wine list very easily. Pairing a half bottle of wine with each course of a
dinner can turn a mere dinner date into a spectacular evening out on
the town. Gentlemen, remember this tip the next time your take your
partner out for a special dinner. It’s a homerun, I promise. Cheers!

Questions for Mitchell? Just ask! Email MitchellE@bravobuzz.com
And visit bravobuzz.com to see the BRAVO! wine list, BRAVO! cocktails,
wine tasting events, or to sign up for e-mail notifications.
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